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Areryl«rge Anti-Fogi.ive Slave Law

reject of party, was held m that

2 last evening. Mayor Hood presided,
.odI made a speech, in which he said, - he

considered th« law nniutt, inhuman, and

DOt fit to be obeyed." He solemnly pledged
vjnuKlf never to lift a finger in the work of

returning a fellow maa to Slavery; neither

wc-ld he use his official power to protect

Slave-catchers.
A series ofstrong resolutions were parsed,

one of which is as follows:
Rftolred That the sWaaaaa of Lynn, being free

themselves', wül never aaaiat in enslaving others

A meeting in opposition to the law is to

be holden this evening in Beverly, and

another in Springfield to-morrow night, h.

By Telegraph to Tae Hcw-Vork Tribut.
*a**rrw »v"(k Ttler't* ecr. Hvnw and Bta+tr $m

t3f For late and important Telegraph
dispatehes see Sixth Page.

Items from the 1 apltal.
Washington, Sunday, March 2

Tbe Legislature of Pennsylvania arrived hare

yesterday morning. Last night they were hoi

pitably entertained by the Mayor and the City
Council, at Brown a Hotel. Many of them loft
the city this morning for Harriiburg.

Senator Beaton has been ronfiued to his room

for some time by a severe indisposition, and is as

vet unable to attend in the Senate.
' Serious doubts are entertained about the pas¬

sage of several approprietiou bills, and an extra

senk» of Congress, or at least of the 8enato, is
deemed quite probable.
/gnstina Muni, Kaq ., Commissioner of Public

Buildings, died here this morning.
Bute of the Weather ...March 1.-8 P. M.

fvrrALO. Cloudy.wind weet.ther. 32.bar. J9 20.
Iochkster-Keiner cltaidy.cold.wind weet-ther. SO
Albuin-Cloudy a-d cold.looks likes storm.wind

sonib- ther 34
fvaACVsa-Been finite pleasant but cold.wind south¬

east-ther 32.
Utica.A beautiful clear evening.wind unchanged.

tber SJ-bar 79 MO
Albanv.We have had a clear era! very pleasant day.

wird northwest-ther 32.bar 30 »<9.mercury 69.
Taov.Clear and bracing day. light breeze from north

wast-ibrr aj
Bt'SLitoiToK-Cloudy.wind north-ther. 30-
Whitehall.Clear.wind north-ther. 30.

Analvereary of St. David's Day.
Matiroat, March 1,1851.

The members of the 8t. David's 8ociety cele¬
brated the anniversary of St. Davi i'g Day by a

dinner at Perkins's Odd Fellow's Hall, last Sat'

urday evening. About 80 gentlemen sat down
to sä excellent repast got up by Perkins in a man'

ner that gave the greatest satisfaction to all
present. The Chair waa filled by William
Milks, Esq. President of the Society, aided by
0. W. Gritlitb, Esq. 1st Vice-President, and Geo.
Morgan, Esq. Und Vice-President. A number of
invited guests wero present, among whom we
noticed his honor the Recorder, Edward Walker,
Esq., representative of the St. George 8ociety,
Charles T. Cromwell, Esq, Thomas Small, Esq.,
David Jones, Esq ., and others. After the removal
of the cloth tbe President announced the following
standsrd toasts i

1. TA* Do*-
I C«»bri i-Our MotlK-r Laad-we render thee the bom-

age due from thy rhile reo.
5. TV VnxUd Statt*.The Land to whlcl we are wedded

from cheIce, we wdl always chenab and support the Union

When tbe third standard toast was drunk the
company were perfectly vociferous in their ap.
piauie, and it was some minutes before quiet was

restored. His Honor Judge Tai.maihib, the Re.
corder, taking advantage of this electrifying man¬
ner in which the Hons of Cambria expressed their
feelings in regard to tbe Union, rose and made a

truly patriotic and heart stirring speech, which
elicited the warmest applause.
1 Grtat Itritam.The patron of tbe Arts, the fosterer o

Oeelus. and tho seat at Commerce | may peace and bappl
seas to unH ersal'v diffused among her people
S TV City of Neu- York -At present tee Empire City of

ids Western World; destined era long to be the metropo¬
lis of the gioba. .

8. Oar Safer Soctrficr- Engaged in the same benevolent
siierprlso with ourselves; we cordially welcome their re¬

presentatives to our festive b 'am

7. H'llrl.J'l
In announcing the toast of the Sister Societies,

tbe President took occasion to state that he had

received, as an accompaniment to a note of ac¬

ceptance ofan invitation tendered to Charles T.

Cromwell, Esq. a check for # 100, aa a donation to

the permanent fond ot the Society. This was re.

ceived with every expression of gratitude by the

company, who proposed Mr. Cromwell's health
with long and continued applause. When the
applaase had anbaided, Mr. Cromwell rose and
in a ipeech of some length dwelt upon the use¬

fulness of such institutions as tho St. David's and
Ike credit they reflected upon the character of
those nations from whom their members eman¬

ated.
He encouraged the members of the St. David's

Society to preserve and keep action in their be
uevolent enterprises and goop works.
Tbe President of St. David's Society, William

Miles, Kiq , concluded a brief bat eloquent ad¬
dress by a donation of *100 to its permanent fun i.
Mr. Walker next followed in a very well-re¬

ceived ipeech. He attempted to account for the
peaceable character of tbo Welsh peoplo from
their great love of music, and illustrated his ideas
by a very amusing description of a musical family
ia the State of New Jersey, with whom he ha l
the pleasure of being a -qua'nted He concluded
With a sentiment, and a donation of #50. This
Was followed by another of AttH) from Peter Rjj-
ertS, Esq Thomas Smull ami David J mei, Esqrs.
contributed Set) each A letter was received
from the Mayor, expressing his iuability to bo
preset t, and inclosing a donation to the funds
of the Society. Letters of regret were aim
received from the Presidents of the St. Nicho¬
las and the St Andrew's Soob'ty, and one from
Hon. Zadock Pratt, from w!;tch wo havo room

tut to give the following closing paragraph, and
the sentiment which accompanied it:
Such meetings must ever tend to ke.-p alive a spirit of

harmony between Ameilcns and their adopted brethren
I WaajsU honored In w> Icoru. ig e'ttoiig us men, who
are of the stock from which 1 ravvlf originated, (sol an.
other generative will make ua ail Americana tu spirit end
laearaeet) a* well a. from a bond or uni.,n between the
oM world .and tbe new that can never be broken I he-
Iteva this ie the only country where roeu of ell nation., c,n
essae together, end where each euoed.og year edords
gmeer facilities for Improvement aa well as developing
Jbe toil urequalled adveniegee for phyetcel advancwnUiu
we offer ar.d welcome yo*i to acaintry wliere office and
booor i* open to ail, end where merit alone te the criterion
of the men

I keva the honor to be yours, truly /. PA ATT.
The following sentiment accompanied the letter

of Mr. Pratt
* Oar adopted citizens.May ihev ever fi'di homa ft*r

-and a patrimony lor their children. We offer
of

yet
Daring the evening the following volunteer sen¬

timents were offered
arj\0!.0'' * Morgan, seeand \ ..-.-President.." THt
asasji Csfifrt.Sufor, to tke World t j-W- May the sp-ct-
j*',ts of their genius end industry h-er an h ir»',> co-

gjJJJ0*, w"b Ute beet mechenlee mi) k .>., ot- ^

F *,J)*VID WSffMM -TV St. Ditrutt nUareofeef SocUty -
y***a*d apori the necessities of the destitute; way ,ts
¦"J? *T" <>Te«flow to Irrigate the bsr.-eoneee of penury

.J/aI^"4* K J""'»«. Secretary.TV VoltA ./ oer aL
**a»s»e«Arr. j a a.,.,.., ivaolaak sat from aar antAet I

2JJ*BJ**ace of elckiwes; may be -oon bo restored in

This toast waa prefaced by mme complimentary
retaaika upon the character of Mr. Kv-ans, who
had been incessant in his labors for years in the
mm of the poor. The health was drank with
tremendous cheers.
8pe>ecbts, Songs and Sentiments were happily

.Urapersed during tho evening, god the total sub-
*Mntk»ne received amounted to Much

credit ia due to Metiri Jones and Trice,8tewardi
of the Society, for the attention shown by thau
gentlemen to tbe company A. speech fr > n J. T.
Pryse, Ksq , replete with historic matter, in rela¬
tion to the history of the Anciont Britons and on >

from Mr. Carroll in response to the toast of " The
Brotherhood of the (rood men of all nations," given
by the President, wero well received and much
applauded.

Shelton's Band furnished some excellent music
and the Welsh songs sung by Mr. Williams and
others were rapturously received. About mid
night the 8ons of Cambria abandoned the festive
board, each well pleased with the evening's en¬

tertainments.

CENTRAL AMERICA.
Later from Sun Kalvndor-Bler kade of Hon.

tturaa-.tlovenseaita of the Allied Armles-
Carrera'a Pinna Defeated.
We have received files of the (lactta del Salva

dor, and other documents to the 10th of January,
from the State of San Salvador, Central Araerics..
They contain some further particulars of the
movements of the two parties in Central America
.the Guatemalan, under the control ofJMr Chaf
iield, and tbe true Central American, composed r/
the States of San Salvador, Honduras and Nicara¬
gua The (iaeeta of January 3, announces the
blockade of the port of Tigre (Amapala) ia the
State of Honduras, by the Kngliab vessels, acting
under Chatfield't direction. All the Pacific ports
of San Salvadorand Honduras are now blockaded,
and Nicaragua is threatened with similar injury.
The (Jaceta says. " It cannot be believed that
Queen Victoria, in whose name such ontrageong
proceeding! are carried on, has been watching tho
internal politics of these States, for the purpose of
employing her power to embarrass and injure them-
In the end, Providence will give us the means of
liberating ouraelvea from such tyranny, and the
veDgeance of an oppressed people will recoil upon
these foreign scourges."
A war between Guatemala.or at lea«t tbe

Central Government of that State.on one side,
and the allied Statea of Honduras and Sau Sal¬
vador on the other, seems almost inevitable. We
have received the tirst bulletin of the allied ar

miea, dated San Salvador, Jan. B At the call of
the Supreme Government of the latter State, for
troops to protect the Guatemala frontier, an

army of 4,000 men, well armed and organized,
was raited at once. Tha soldiers were command¬
ed by brave and experienced officers, and were

full of enthusiasm for their cause. Honduras was

in tbe field with an army of '«.',000 men, and the
union of the two armies, in spirit and resolution,
is most complete. As the allied armies approach'
ed the frontier of Guatemala, tbe inhabitants of
the mountain provinces of that State.who are

nearly nil in favor of the Federal Union of the
Central American States.flocked from all quar¬
ters to join them. It was rumored that the
people of Guatemala, opposed to the machina¬
tions of the Central Government, were forming a

force of their own, to cooperate with those of tho
other Statea.
The army of San Salvador is distributed in a

line commencing at Coatepeque and terminating
at Cbalcbuapa. The Presidents of the two States
met on the 4th of January, in tin: town of Ocote- <

peque, in Honduras, for the purpose of arranging
a common plan of action The reception of Vas-
concelos, President of San Salva.lor, wit moit
enthusiastic. Balls, theatrical representation!
and public festivities of all kinds were instituted
in bit honor. On tt e 7th he returned to San Sal¬
vador.
A plot of Carrera to create a revolt in San Sal

vador has been most signally defeated. It ap¬
pears that he committioncd several citizens of
that State, who had enlisted themselves la his
service, to stir up dissensions among the people,
during tbe absence of the army on the Guatemala
'rontier. Thete men.officers of the name of
Castro, Machaca, Gonzales, and others.were on

their way, with an escort or eoldiera, to meet

Carrera at tho town of Jot'.apa. There they were

to be strengthened by a corps of two hundred
men. with a supply of money, and to proceed to

the Salvadorean province of Sonsonate and incite
the people to revolt. Betöre they reached Jutia

j pa, however, Brancamonte, a captain in the army
of Guatemala, discovered their plans, deserted
with forty men and took them prisoners, with the

exception of one officer and a few soldiers, who
made their escape. Brancamonte secured the

papera which revealed the plan of Carrera, shot
the prisoners and joined the allied army, with his
men. The next day another party of twenty six
men, who had also deterted from the Guatema¬
lan ranks, captured the remainder of the revolu.
tionary party and consigned them to the same
fate. The discovery of this plot excited the
ttrongest feeling of hostility throughout San Sal'
vador.
A postscript to tbe bulletin, dated Jan. 9th, 10 A,

M-, tays " From all quarters it is announced that
tbe desertion in the forces of Guatemala atill con¬

tinues. Companies of armed men are continually
arriving at the towD ot Metapem, where the troops
of Gen. Nufiu are stationed. The good aervice
rendered us by Capt. Braramonto has almost
broken up the force at Chiquimuia, and at.Iutiapa
half a company dcterta at a time. It it said that
Carrera has been summoned in all hatte to the
City of Guatemala.'' It is evident from these
statements that the 'Union party oi Central
America is very powerful and popular, and that
the arbitrary Central Government of Guatemala,
were it not backed by Chattield and his block¬
ading fleet, could not maintain its ground a day
longer.

8t nor Dorotco Yasconcelot, Prctident of San
Salvador, issued on the 10th of January an elo¬
quent and forcible address to tho people of Ceir
tral America, in which ho vividly describes t. te

prefect potition of affairs. He considers the
peace of the other Statet violently menaced by
the Government of Guatemala, and astertt that

e

the maintenance of a sufficient f >rcu to protect
Honduras and San Salvador is absolutely neces-

tary at pretent. Referring to the exploit of Bra-
canicnte, he sa\t that the Government potsetset
docamentt taken from the capt1.red soldiers,
which fully prove the iniquity of Carrtra's de-
signs, and that if tbe people of Guatemala do not

all rise against their rulers, it is because they have
not the power. That State, he declares, possesses
no Constitution, and is anti-republican ia all its
forms. He calls upon the Central Americans to

unite in defense of the republican institutions of
their country and the Federative Union of the
States. We translate what the President saja
of Chatfield:
"Consul Chattield. interested in tharing the *poil* of

Central America with Hie rulers of UuateiLala, lias taken
t. cir pait- He ba* been approved l>y them in hi* uaurpa-

¦ Nicumgtiaacd Honduras, and hit blockade oi »an

Salvador; and now. tlitokinit to inrplev i ur affair*, he has
I rwarded con uiunlcation- to (be Supreme (Joverument ot
HoDiuraa, tracing a homdarv Use tl fnc!f~ba* never exitted
h<tuienthatitaU'and htaatwoas atatjdtMaef Wosouirta,
which gives to tbe latter more than half the territory of toe
toru er. He ba* thus cooetitut.-d tiuieclf indge, with ii-
scaiidalcus enoimitv of giving to an asMtinod kingdom of
Mi'rqutrta lands which have ejwav* been recognized a* be¬
ll nging to iUndure*. Tbe occasion «hieb liie Consul haa
taken fur Mia movement, plainly prove* that he labor* at
as isktigatloa of the ruler* of (iaaieiiiala in ac: >rdance
M tli hit own views. Ttu* baa also been cpccially proved
by tbe intimation w hirli he toceutlv made to Honduras, th*t
i e a ou d blockade her ports if | ou dor tbould be landed in
them 1st the use of Sau Salvador.a menace which ha«
jaM t ecn vented, in the blockade of the port of Tigre "

FtKt If Gitirnv, Ga -Un the Hith tilt a fire
broke cut in the Brick Kargo on Hill at Toe
following is a list of some of the sntlWers: Mrs
Monis, Mlrlsktri J K Martin, L Hatton, the
Daughters and Cadets of Temperance, Dr. John
Dorse}. Knott A Freeman, Moor A Allord, Ma
Mtjfi Hall, and Mr. Klliott. Lota about tJO.OuO.

8PEECFI OF
WILLIAM H. SEWARD
THt MANAflglfKST A.md DI8POSITIOM or t hi

PUBLIC I><MI\J\.
4)-

Drltrered m the Senate of th* Inittd State; Feb. 27, 1851

Mr. pRisingrr i
The organization of the American Republic it a

political anomaly. Ancient and modern States,
rudely constituted within narrow iimiti, hare ag
grandized tnemselvea by colonies and cinque.ts
while paaiing through various revolutions of Got
emneiit. But the world has never before aeen a
State assume a perfect organization in its very
beginning, and extend itself over a large portion
of a great continent, without conquests, without
colonies, and without uudergoing any change of
constitution.
Thesuccesa of Portugal and of the Netherlands

in planting profitable commercial colonies in the
East Indies, in the fifteenth and sixteenth centu
riea, stimulated nearly all the European States to
attempt to secure similar advantages, by explor
mg and appropriating to themselves portions of
Iba New World, then known aa the Western In¬
dies. Spain, Britain and France, divided between
themselves nearly all North America. Each of
these |Kingdoms, however, pursued a policy so
rigorous as to hinder the growth of the colonies it
planted.
The I nited States, in the Revolution of 1776,

supplanted Great Britain in sovereignty o-er the
region King between the St Lawrence and Loui¬
siana and stretching from the Atlantic coast to
the banks of tbe Mississippi.
The conquering States, practically indepen¬

dent of each other, were embarrassed by conflict¬
ing boundaries. The controversy was magnani
inously ended by an agreement that each should
release its claim of unappropriated Territory for
the common use and benefit.
New York led the way, and ceded her claims

as well of ' political jurisdiction" a* "of the right
of soil," " to be and iuure to the use and benefit of
such of the United States aa should become mem
bera of the Federal Alliance of the said States,
and for no other use or purpose whataover."

Virginia claimed the broad region lying north¬
west of the Ohio, and relinquished it in 1 7-j, with a
declaration that it ahould "he considered as a

common fund for the use and benefit of such of
the United States as have become or shall become
members of the Confederation or Federal Alli¬
ance of the said States, (Virginia inclusive,) ac¬

cording to their usual and respective proportions
in the general charge and expenditure, and shall
be faithfully and bona fide disposed of for that
purpose, and for no other use or purpose whatso¬
ever.''

Massachusetts soon afterward released to the
I'nited States, "for their benefit, Massachusetts
inclusive."
Connecticut conveyed in 17N. in the same form.
South Carolina, in 17tf7, ceded " for the benefit

of tbe I nited States, South Carolina inclusive."
North Carolina in 17U0 conveyed by a deed con¬

taining the same declaration which had been used
by Virginia, and Georgia completed the tiile of
the United States by a cession on tbe same terms,
attended with other stipulations which are not
now important.
The Constitution of the United States, adopted

in the course of this great transaction, sanctioned
it as follows " The Congress shall have power to

dispose of, and make all needful rules and regula¬
tions respecting the territory or other property
belonging to tbe United States; and nothing in
this Constitution shall be so construed as to prej¬
udice any claims of the I nited States, or of any
particular 8tate.". Art. 14, flee, 3.
The Continental Congress had previously adopt¬

ed the Ordinance of 1787, by which they estab¬
lished a Government in the North-western Terri¬
tory, and provided for ita futare subdivision into
,8tates. With a view to that great political pur¬
pose, the Constitution declared that " New States
may be admitted by the Congress into this Union."
.Art. 5, See. n.
The purchase of Louisiana from France in 1103,

the acquisition of Florida by a grant from Spain
in lei It, the discovery of Oregon, and the recent
purchase of New-Mexico and Upper California,
extended our domain along the shores of the Gulf
of Mexico to tbe Rio Grande, and from its head
waters across the Rocky Mountains and Snowy
Hills to the Pacific Ocean. The aggregate quan
tity of this national estate is fifteen hundred and
eighty four millions of acres; of which, one hun¬
dred and thirty four millions have been definitive¬
ly appropriated, and there remain, including ap¬
propriations not yet perfected, fourteen hundred
and fifty millions of acres.

Using only round numbers, these iands are dis¬
tributed among tbe States and Territories, as fol¬
lows

InAcre». | in Acres.
Ohio. 74'."en Iowa. r>
Indiana.2.7',l.noni Wlscon»in.38^21,000
Illinois.14 BBfi.eiHi! Mlenesota. M,OO9,0O0
Missouri.29,216,iMilN. W. Terrier ry ..371,000.SOO
Alahsma.|7,238,omi Oregon Territory.218,1
Mississippi.11 lOOS Nebraska Terrtl'ry 87.4P8.im.0
Louisiana.8,S&4,t*0 Indian Territory.. 119,789,008
Michigan.24.f>»;i, imi,California.287.|iu',N"i
Arkansas.27.4"2.lfo;New-Me\i:o.49,7.:Florida.31,601/Ki]
The domain came to the I nited States encum¬

bered with a right of posaession by Indian tribes,
which is gradually extinguished by purchase, as

the neceaaities of advancing population require.
At the establishment of the Federal Govern¬

ment the United States suffered from exhaustion
by war, and labored under the pressure of a great
National Debt, while they were obliged to mako
large expenditurea for new institutions, and to

prepare (or defense by land and by sea. They
therefore adopted a policy which treated tho do¬
main merely as a fund or source of revenue.

They divided it into townships, sections and
quarter sections, and ottered it at public sale at a

minimum price ol two dollars per a^re on credit,
and subsequently at private sale on the same

terms. In if'-0 they abolished tho credit system,
and reduced the price- to one dollar and twenty-
live cents per acre. In 1633 they recognized tho

right of preemption in favor of actual occupants,
and the system, as thus aaodified, still rems'tis in
form upon our statue book. The I'nited Statea,
however, have,at different times, made very ditl'er-
ent dispositions ot portions of the domain. Thus
there have been appropriated to the new States
and Territories, for purposes of internal improve¬
ments, for saline reservations, for the establish¬
ment ot seats of Government and public build¬

ings, and for institutions o* education, as follows:
Acres

To Ohio.U47,VT»Ir.alana.2,331.69t'
llitntis.l,efA,084
.Miss« un.1.7H3.74
Alabama.1,473.99!

Acres
To Louisiana.1.,;.' i-'4

Michigan.1/74.593
Arkansas.1.1 94*
Wisconsin. 217,120
Iowa. 46/»ai

Mississippi.ißt 1.^41 Florida.1.553,635
Besides these sppropriations, the Senate willst

once recall several acts of Congress, which sur¬

rendered, in the whole, ;9.ouo,ouo acres for boun¬
ties in the Mexican war, bounties in the war of

Itlft, subsequent gratuities to the soldiers in the
same war and in Indian wars, cessions of swamp
lands to rew States, and for the construction of a

railroad from Chicago to Mobile, and other inter¬
nal improvements, none of which last-named ces¬

sions have yet been located.
The aggregate of revenues derived from the

public domain is one hundre.' and thirty-five mil-

UOM three hundred and thirty-nine thousand
ninety three dollars and ninety three cents, show¬
ing an annual average revenue of one aid a quar¬
ter million of dollars since the system of sales
was adopted.
Mr President, I think the time is near at hand

wbeu tbe United States will find it expedient to

review their pc'i.y. and to consider the folbwine
principles: . .

Fik.<t. That lands shall be granted, tn limited

quantities, gratuitously, to actual cultivators only.
8r<oni>. That the poss-ssijns of such grantees

shall be secured against involuntary alienation
Third. That the United States shall relinquish

to the States adnrnistration of the public lands
within their limits.
These principles, sir, have no necessary con

ncction. 1 shall therefore discuss them Bjtfa>

FfBVT. A gratuitous allotment of lands in lim
itcd quantities to actual settlers and cultivators
only. This principle involves three propositions:

1. A limitation of the quantity which Shall be

granted to any one person _.
.j Occupation and cultivation aa conditions of

the grant|
3. A gratuitous grant.
Uii.-t. A limitation ol the quantity to be al¬

lotted to any one person.
]f the Public Lands wee mercantile merclun

dise, price would be the principal, if not the only
subject of inquiry. On the contrary, it is only the

money received by the Government on sales, that

i erislu s or passes away. The lands remain hied

just where they were befo-e the sale, aui they
constitute a part of the territory subject to admin¬

istration after sale as before. The posiessorsor
the land sold become soon, if cot tmmerrtateiy,
cittrers. and thev will ultimately be a maj .nty of

the whole population of the coantry. suyp >aiug

the Government by their contributions, maintain
ing it by tbeir arms, and wielding it for their own
and the general welfare To look, tbeo, at thie
.object, merely with reference to tbe revenue
tbet might be derived from the tale of the lande
would be to commit the fault of that leaat erected
spirit that feil (root Heaven, whoae

" Look* and thouzbts
Wt re slwsys downward bent, admiring more^
The riebe* rf He»T<-n> pavement, trodden gold,
Tban aught divme. or boly, elae euJoyed.-'

All will admit.all do admit.that the domain
should be 10 adminiatered a* to favor the increase
of population, the augmentation of wealth, the
cultivation of virtue, and the diffusion of bappi-
nesa.

I do not *ay that land in thia or ia any other
country ought to be or ever could be divided, and
SSjjoyt d equally. I aaaert no auch absurdity But
I do say, with some confidence, that great iue-
iiual ty of landed estates, here or elsewhere, tend*
to (I e> k population, enterprise, and wealth, and
to tinder and defeat the highest interests of socie¬
ty. Every 8tate in thia I nion recognizes this
principle and guards against undue aggregation
of rstates by re»trsints upon accumulation, by iu- j
hibitiot.s of entails, and by dividing inheritances. I
A partition of this vast pablic domain is inevit- j

able. It hss been going on ever since the lands
were acquired. It is going on now. And it will j
go on hereatter with increasing rapidity. That
partition affords us an opportunity to apply the
same bereficent and invigorating policy in a new j
end benign form, without disturbing any existing
estates, or interfering with any vested interests,
and without disturbing any established laws or
customs
There is no arbitrary measurement of the por¬

tion of land which one possessor can advantage-
ously cultivate. Ytt there are practically di- J
menaions within which lands are held for that
purpt se ; and when these are exceeded, the sur¬

plus is held for purposes of commerce or specula*
tion. Commerce in the public lands, although by
no means immoral, nevertheless, ought to be re¬

garded with jealousy. It diverts cspital from ac¬
tive or productive industry, and prolongs the pe¬
riod betöre the land purchased can be made fruit- I
ful. Mortgages, judgments, and accidents of in¬
solvency and ot death, render the title uncertain
and confused, and thus exclude tbe lands from
market. Every one has seen in new countries J
extensive tracts of land upon which the specula¬
tor bad laid his hand, and thus rendered them
useless to himself, useless to the community, and
useless or r-carly so to the 8tate. The want of
some security against inconveniences so preju- I
dicial to the States may now be supplied without
producing any embarrassment to individuals or to
the Government.
Secondly. The same policy seems to commend

the principle of insisting on permanent occupation
aud cultivation as conditions of a grant of any por¬
tion of tbe Public Domain. It ought to be kept
open and available to those who seek it for cul¬
tivation. It ought therefore to be kept free from
absent owners, who, while they would exclude
settlers, would leave it entirely unproductive, and I
who would pay to the State either nothing, or at
most a tax that would poorly compensate for
stamping sterility upon the soil.
The same principle that dictated the abandon¬

ment of the credit system in ISM seems to pre
scribe now a limitation of the sales to actual set-
t'ers. Nor would the revenue derived from sales
be affected by such a measure. The price of the
land is fixed aad uniform. If more lauds are sold I
at one time under the present system than would
be sold with such a limitation, a rest must follow,
until the excess of lands sold above the actual
supply of the market shall be taken ofT at a profit
or loss from the hand of the speculator. The com¬

mercial revulsion of 1837, aggravated by wild and I
reckless speculstioct in the domain, gave us in¬
structions on this subject which ought not to be
I « girded.
The Senator from Michigan, (Mr. Felch,) who

haa discussed our landed policy with very great
ability, dwells upon the difficulty of prescribing
the evidence of occupancy and cultivation. But
this difficulty would soon be removed if the sys
tern should be changed. A title might be with¬
held until improvements should be made suffi¬
cient to prevent a voluntary forfeiture.
Thirdly. The question of making the grants

of Public Lands gratuitously is ono of more diffi
culty. By gratuitous gram» I mean those which
would bo practically so, and that the lands thus
disposed of should be charged with tbe costs of
the grant.
The demand of one dollar and twenty-five cents

per acre, or of two hundred dollars on a farm of
one hundred aud sixty acres, although it is not
unjust, and although it may be necessary, is nev¬

ertheless, in its practical operation, a tax upon the
privilege of cultivating tho domain. But tbe first
and fundamental intcreat of the Republic is tho I
cultivation of its soil. That cultivation ia the sole
fountain of she capital or wealth which supplies I
every channel of industry. The more it is taxed,
the less freely it will flow. It is true indeed that,
notwithstanding this tax, labor seeks the soil
within the new Statea and Territories, and that
society advances there with a rapidity unparel
lcled.
But it is equally true that the tax prevents tho

immigration of a very large mass of persons who
are destitute of employment in tbe Eastern
States, while it rejects even a greater mass of cul¬
tivators in Europe. We are competitors with the
European States in agriculture and in manufac
tures They have the advantage of cheaper labor
and greater capital. We ought therefore to in vita
here the labor necessary to augment our produc¬
tions, and the industry and skill required to pre¬
pare them for internal and foreign commerce

Can it be doubtful tor a moment that it is our

policy to bring the manufacturers to our own

shores, and to invite the farmer to supply his
wants fiom our own unproductive lands .'

Commercirl supremacy demands just such au

agricultural hnsis as Um fertile and extensive re¬

gions of the I nittd Stites, when inhabited, will
supply. Political supremacy follows commercial
ascendency. It was by reason of the want ofjust
such an aericultural basis, that Venice, Portugal,
and Holland successively lost commerce and em
pire. It was for the purpose of secunngjust such
a basis, that Frai.re. England and Spam seized
so eaperly and held so tenaciously the large por¬
tions of this country which they respectively oc¬

cupied. It was for "the purpose of supplying the
loss ot this bas s, that England has within the last
sevrnty years extended her conqueats over a

large portion of In'lia
\\ e now possess this basis, and all that we need

is to devt'op its capabilities as fully and as rap
inly as txstible. Nor ought we to overlook an¬

other great political iuterest. MutusI jealousies
dela\ed a Im gtiroethe establishment of the Union
(' tl e«e States, and have ever since threatened its
rtifioiution It is apparent that the ultimate se-

curitj for its tontinusnce ia found in the power of
ti e States established, and hereafter to be eatab-
fvaht d on the publtc domain. Those new and vig¬
orous communities continually impart new life to

the entire Commonwealth, while the absolute im-
poitar.ee of free access to the Ocean will secure

their lojalty, even if the fidelity of the Atlantic
States shall tail.
Such as these, air, may have been somo of the

considerations that iuduccd Andrew Jsckson so

long sgo to declare bis opinion, that the time was

not I stant when the Public Domain ought to

cease to be regarded as a source of revenue..

Such considerations msy have bad some influence
vtith tbe late distinguished Senator from South
Carolina (J. C. Calboun) to propose a release of
the Public Domain to tbe Statea, on their paying
a amail per centum of revenue to the United
States; and we are at liberty to suppose that a

course of reaaoning not entirely unliko this
bronchi that eminent statesman, who is now So
cretary of State, to propose here a year ago a gra¬
tuitous appropriation of the public domain to ac¬

tual settlers.
Nevertheless the practicability of sich a policy,

and its harmony with other national interests, are

as ) et by no means generally admitted. The first
ob ection which it encounters is the economical
one, that it would be unwise to give away the

public lands. But tbe property g-rrm would re¬

main with the ctrer after the gift, and would be
enhanced in usefulness to himself by the gift. All
that we ahould frire avay by surrendering the

public domain would be tbe revenue that might
be derived from ssles. The honorable Senator
from Michigan pathetically asks, what new foun¬
tain shall be opened to supply the defieien-ry, if
this one be closed? And bss it come to this, sir;

tbst the Federal Government merged with only
the burdens of national delence, of commerce, a<id

of arbitrament between tbe State*, whi'e aba.)

lately relieved from all responsibilities of mm ici

paJ and domestic administration, jet enjoying un

limited power ol indirect, as well as of evendtrect
taxation, cannot sustain itself in s season of pro
found peace, without consuming the patrimony of
the States. Kir, I answer the 8«»naf r * inquiry
Ti e resource to supply tbe detlcteccy of a million
ami a quarter of dollars still be fotnd in retrench-
n.t nt ol tbe cxp«i.t<a of administration
A Ba"AToa-wWlU tbi* Government ever re-

trench* Docs ths Senator from New-York ei

pect this Government to retrench T
Mr öewAKr».No, fir, not while the revenue

remaint mil. Reduce the revenue a million and
a quarter, or even five millions, and you will find
the expenses of the Government accommodate
themselves to the reductioo. Hsise the revenue

to a hundred millions, and you will find the ex¬

penses adjust themselves to that standard. 8ir,
it yon are ever to have retrenchment, you must
begin with reducing taxation. And where can

yon begin so well aa with the taxation upon the
priviU-ge of cultivating the national estate 1 But,
sir, we shall have no such deficiency of revenue
to »apply. Alsrms of an exhausted treasury are

continually sounded here, while the revenues re¬
ceived ander a system of imposts, which in many
respects is moat unwise, annually exceeds all es¬
timates of administrations

Last year the Secretary of the Treasury pre¬
dicted a deficiency of sixteen millions of dollars,
and jet no deficiency at all occurred. Tbe reve¬
nues for the present year are equally prosperous,
and they will never bo less prosperous while we
sre at peace, as I hope we shall always be: for
the wealth and industry of the country are con¬

stantly increasing an-i expanding. I know, in¬
deed, that revenue is liable to be alfected by fluc¬
tuations of trade, but such disturbances are only
occasional and tempornry.
The Senator from Michigan exaggerates the

prodigality of what he calls the giving aicay of
the domain, i>y stating that it cost seventy five
millions of dollars.equivalent to twenty-two
cents per acre, or thirty-two dollars and twenty
cents for each tarm ot one hundred and sixty
acres.
And trom such premises as these he argaes

that it would cost thirty five millions of dollars to
give away the public lands lying in Wisconsin,
Iowa, Michigan, Missouri and' Minnesota, Sir, I
do not understand exactly the basis of the Sen¬
ator's estimate of the coit of the domain, but I
car, nevertheless, safely pronounce his specula¬
tions entirely fallacious. If the cost of the Revo-
lutioaary War, the cost of the long controversy
with France, which ended in the purchase of
Louisiana, the cost of ail the Indian wars, and
the cost of the late war with Mexico, all of which
were in some degree connected with the acqui
sition of the public domain, should be included in
the estimate, the entire cost of the public lauds
would he seven hundred millions, instead of
seventy five millions of dollars. If, on the other
hand, tbe expense account be credited with all
the national benefits, financial, commercial and
political, which have been secured, the domain
would he discharged from all indebtedness what¬
ever to the Treasury.

Sir. the acquisition of the domain, whatet r was
its cost, is a transaction completed, ended, put.
The value of the domain is what it is worth now,
not what it cost.
Mr. President, of such a disposition of the pub¬

lic lands as 1 have suggested is entirely miaap
prehended. It is not whether we shall relinquish
a revenue of one and a quarter of millions The
revenue has ceased, and the fountain from which
it flowed is dried up already.
We have by various acts, passed within tho last

ten years, given up seventy-eight millions nine
hundred and thirty two thousand five hundred and
thirteen acres, which are now in market, and
coming into market, and which must be taken otr
from the hands of 8tttes and individuals before
>cur own sales can b.i renewed. The Secretary
ot the Treasury assures us that the revenue from
the public domain is suspended by this legislation
for a period of aixteen years.

Sir. a revenue that is suspended for sixteen
years, has practically ceased forever. The Sena¬
tor from Michigan, perplexed with this argument,
rcviewa the Treasury estimates, and reduces the
period of exhaustion to eight years.

Mr, 1 sav, then, to the Senator, that he has not
charged the case.
A nstional revenue that is suspended for eight

years has practically ceased forever. But, Sir,
neither the Senator from Michigan, nor even the
Secretary uf the Treasury, has estimated the pe
riod of exhaustion at its full length. Congress is
annually making new appropriations. Tbe Sen¬
ate has at this session passed an act disposing of
ten millions of acres.
We all hope that that act will become a law,

although its efl'ect would be to add at least five
years to the term for which the revenue from the
domain is suspended. Let us then apprehend
the emergency as it is, and act accordingly. The
domain no longer yields, nor will never again
yield a revenue. Siuce its financial benefits have
ceased, let us no longer dispose of it by impulse
and caprice, not to say by partiality and favor,
but let us so dispose of it as to secure political
and social benefits to tho whole l'nion.

It is objected that the domain is pledged to pub¬
lic aiwAtSoca. The debt ebarged anon the domain
is .-'7,!iJ..,.)..u, a debt which is rapidly diminishing,
and, if we practice economy, will bave disappear¬
ed by the appliance of revenues from customs

alone, long before the public domain will yield a
dollar, for even the payment of tbe interest on it.
It nt if it be necessary to hold public .domain lia¬
ble for tho debt, we may properly set apart sulli-
cient lands for that purpose, and let the residue
be disposed of as other interests require.
Tbe Senator from Michigan resisted the policy

proposed, on the ground that it would reduce the
value of real estate in the new State. It has
been urged that that inconvenience would also
reach tho old States The inconvenience, Mr.
President, if it should occur at all, would be mere¬

ly temporary. The reclaiming of the domain
would go on more rapdly; and we all know that
cultivated as Wall as vacant lands rise in value
lust aa rapidly as new lands lying among or
ad jacent to them are improved. What would be
lost in the first instance, would bo abundantly re¬

gained afterward.
There is, however, Mr. President, one objection

of a more serious nature than any 1 have yet con

snlered. 1 bear it saii on all sides, that tho do¬
main ought to be disp >ted of for great an 1 bone-

. olit objects.objects beneficial to the old as Well
as to the new States. Sir, 1 have always favored
such a policy, and it is upon that ground, that I
bave cheerfully voted hitherto, as 1 shall continue
to vote hereafter, for appropriations upon that
principle, so long as Congress shall continue to
adhere even in form to tbe ancient system

It is npon this ground that I shall support the
b U now under consideration, which proposes to
bestow upon tho State of Louisiana the public
lanes within her lim it f, to enable her to improve
ttie navigation of tho Mississippi.a measure to

which I called the attrition of tho Senate at the
last Bs ssioii. a mcaexro of great urgency, and of
conceded national importance I have had, more¬

over, a hope that this great resource might be ap¬
plied to the establishment of a system tor the gra¬
dual but certain removal of slavery, by a scheme
of compensating emancipation. 1 have thought
that tbe slaveboiding States might wisely prjpoie
anch a system, and that the free States ought to
accede to it.

But, air, it is mar est that if the old States
l; d not agree upon uuch a system, or even upon

any other ayHem of partition of tbe Public Do¬
main among the States, or of distribution of its
proceeds, vi I Be they held unquestioned the polit¬
ical r ower r,f fioverninent, they cannot now hope
to tgree upon, and secure the adoption of such a

aj stem, when that power is actually passing over

ir'om them to the new Stetes. The new States
will control tbe decision of this great question.
We may, nevertheless, by yielding to what is in¬
evitable, modify tbe policy to be adopted.

I submitted, Mr Priaident, a second principle,
to wit: That the Public Lands, so to be granted
to actual settlers, ought to be secured to them
against involuntary alienation.

I respect ail lawful contracts, and I would not
unnecessarily interfere with even rigorous reme¬

dies which existed when such contracts were

made. But it is wise as it is just and humane to
alleviate piospectiv.'Iy the relations between <

debtor and creditor. Within the last twenty
v < his. imprisonment for debt, a system which had
prevailed for more Man two thousand years be-
tore, has been safely abolished by every State in
this l'nion, and I believe by every commercial na¬

tion in Kurope.
New-Yorn, the most commercial State, has,

v. ith equal safety, abolished tbe rigorous remedy
tl distreaa for rent, and has exempted certain

portions ot estates from liability to sale for debts
.. i tr. t. .! a ter such laws were passed. Other
States have adopted the policy of protecting the
homeatead from compulsory sale. A home is the
first necessity cf t very family. it is indispensa¬
ble to the education und qualifications of citizens.
Cannot society jas'.ly withdraw it from the has

ards of commercial contracts, and from exposure
to the accidents ot disease and death I We be¬
st rw pensions upon decayed soldiers who bave
tailhlully served tbeir country in the wars ; we

protect such annuitii s against involantary assign
ment; and the policy is as wise as it is generous
But he vt ho reclaims an acre of land from the

attriiit; t nature, aad brings it into a productive
m.rdit'iiti, orders a «Taster benefit upon the State
than valor Ojs often the power to bestow. Sir,

.!! that ii movable in property any be used at
security for credits.and that security is adequate
to supply all the wants of coarateroa. The hoc*
mi the farmer, the asylum of the children of the
IU i ublie, may be safely reserved and protected.
There remains, Mr. President, a third pnnHolo,

whji h. I think, dm sods the considoratio« of Coa-
rress. which is: That the administration of She
puhlic lands within the States should be relie-
quished to them.

It haa been sufficiently shows, that the Doited
States ran no longer derive any tiuaa iai benefit
from the domain Tbey can at best b->p* to ap¬
propriate it to purposes of internal improvement
and education Experience has taught ua nothing,
if it bas not shown that tho action of Cemreae
upon those interests is less judicious and benei-
M nt than the action of the several State* Of
all the raiiroads, canals, and other works of inter¬
nal improvement.of all tbe universities, college*,
and schools, in the country, the Statea are, almost
exclusively, the projectors, fouuders and put >ns.

To maintain that the United States can seloot
aorh uhjtcts. and apply the public lands to tbe at¬
tainment of them, more wisely than the State*
eoald do, is to controvert the principle of oar Oon-
mution, which assigns domestic interests and
affairs to local administration Sir, wo have only
a temporary jurisdiction, and a temporary estate
in the domain.both of which are of brief duration
and comparatively valueless. The reveresou of
both belongs to the Stateteand ia infinitely impor¬
tant to them. It is not until that reversion haa
taken place that the domain really begins to coa-
tribute to the wealth and strength of the whole
Republic.Nor am I greatly embarrassed by the objection
that the new States would derive an unequal
share of the benefits from what is justly called a
"common estate.'' If all the publis lands Ising
within their limits were released to them, thoy
would still be inferior to the older States in the
advantages of capital, labor, and commercial po¬
sition. Every dollar of revenue which we should
release, would remain within the new States, en¬

hancing their ability to construct channels of
trade, and to found systems of education.while
their own increasing wealth and prosperity would
equally increase the wealth and prosperity of tho
old Statea, with whom they are intimately related
and indissolubly connected.
The Senator from Michigan is alarmed with ap¬

prehensions that the simplicity and certainty of
titles would be put io jeopardy, by a transfer of
the public lands to the States. But, Sir, our ma¬

chinery of title, which is so perfect, could be at
nee transferred to tbe States, and they could ope¬

rate it with increased efficiency, and with econo¬

my, which is unknown to us. No one could de¬
fend for a moment the principle that the Federal
Government ought to retain the domain, with all
its expenses of administration, for the mere pur¬
pose of conferring titles in it, upon the cititena of
tbe States.
The possession of the domain, moreover, cre¬

ates relations of landlord and tenant, of patronage
and dependency between the Government and
the States, Injurious to both. This has been aa

inconvenience hitherto unavoidable, and it ought
to be continued no longer than shall be required
by a paramount national interest.

1 sbaJl consider, Mr. President, very briefly, the
power of Congress in the premise* So far as the
Constitution is concerned, I shall pass by all com--
nxutsries and all glosses, and take my stand upon
the simple text, " The Congress shall have power
to dispose of, and make ail needful rule* and reg¬
ulations respecting the territory and other prop¬
erty belonging to tbe United States,'' The power
of disposition thus conferred is general, unlimited,
abaolute. It ia tbe same power that Congress haa
to dispose of forts, magazines, arsenals, edifices,
or ships. They have power to aell. They have
power to give. Of course the power should be
exercised in this as in all other cases, for the
best interests of the nation, but the discretion of
Congress is not abridged.
Let us now examine the supposed limitation*

in the deeds of cession; for the rights of the Statea
are secured by the Constitution. There are seve¬

ral grants which, it haa been seen, are expressed
in different forms. It is not the forms employed
in anyone of the grants, but the general spirit and
fleet of them ail, that explain and define the

l*>wer conveyed. New-York, Massachusetts and
Connecticut released by language broad and com¬

prehensive. They conveyed "for the benefit of
the United States."

Virginia and other States amplified, but mani¬
festly for the purpose of exprossing the same

meaning more fully. They granted " for tbe use

and benefit of the United States,'" and declared
that tbe estate and jurisdiction conferred ahould
"be considered as a common funi of all the
States, according to their usual respective pro¬
portions in the general charge and expenditure,
and should be faithfully and bonafide disposed of
for that puapose, and for uo other parpoee what
aoever."
Thia language was adopted with reference to

the then existing Articles of Confederation, un¬
der which tho Statea were charged with contri¬
butions for the support of the Federal Govern¬
ment, which ay att ¦ was afterward modified by
the Constitution of the United Ststes, so as to
dispense with contributions .Vom the States, and
invest CoDgress with power of taxation upon isn-
potts, and of direct taxation, according to repre¬
sentative population. Certainly the terms of
these grante were not intended to confine Con-
greaa to a disposition of the lands by sale only:
H-eauae, firat, they express no such thing; and
because, secondly, tho polith ul jurisdiction, aa
well as the right of soil, were i-eluded in the de-
signst'on of " a common fund."

Again, it would be practically impossible, under
an] system whatever, to secure ei/%ul betefitfj
from the domain to all the States if you sc.I the
Lands in Ohio, you may dividethe avails between
tl.r.t ft ate and all hor sister States, but the land
will still remain yielding power and wealth, di-
rcetl) to the State, Inrever; while tbe other
States csu be only indirectly ricipients of auch
Itnefitr.
U I.at was intended, then, was simply this:

tl>at whatever disposition Uoktfr*** should make
! the domain, should bo one purefy national and

impartial. It seems to me to mean nothing ore,
and the Constitution expresses* that moaning
fully. If, then, the adoption of such principles aa

1 have discuaaid has become neccsaary, the poli¬
cy would then be a proper exercise, of the consti¬
tutional power, and would fall w ithin its trust aa

defined by the deeds of cession.
This is a subject of vaat importance. It reaches

across tho whole basis of the great Empire which
ia rising on this Continent, ami forward through
nil .he stsges of its elevation, and even of its de-
< jf.e and fall, if it shall not be perpetual Posteri¬
ty snd perhaps the civilized world will review oor

cciiaiuna in the light reflected on them by their
broad and lasting < onaequem es. Mav they be
such as will safely abide so severe ana so impar¬
tial a scrutiny._

Things la I'hliHdelpala.
Correspondence ofThe T.I buna.
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The contested election in the District Attorney
cees will be broogbt before the Court again on

V. ednesdsy next, when the matter will be pros¬
ecuted, until a decision is arrived at. Such is the
determination ofthe Judgea.
The total amount of money received and paid

over to the sufferers by the great fire in July last
in tiit- city, is tMLfff St. Much money haa been

collected, ostensibly for that object, which haa
never been disbursed to the suff erers.

Yesterday, in the Criminal Coart, Jas- Sherry,
8r. having been convicted of conspiring to blow

up a house in Kensington, was sentenced to three
years' imprisonment, and PeterSherry and James

Sherry, Jr., convicted of the same offense, were
¦tntenced to two years' imprisonment
Tbe steamship City of Glasgow is due at this

port. She is now in her eighteeath day. She haa
on board eighty-six passengers, and a heavy cargo
of goods.
John Fell, charged with mutilating Mr. Wood-

side, was yeaterday admitted to bail in tbe sum

of .2,500. _
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